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�


Curriculum Newsletter P7    Term 2








The World Around Us                  


(Science, Technology, Geography and History.) 


�Happy New Year and welcome back for another busy term! Our theme for this term is ‘Hunger and Famine’.





This study will allow the children to research and find out about the Great Famine of Ireland, its causes and consequences. We will read ‘Under the Hawthorn Tree’ by Marita Conlon- McKenna as a class novel, studying the characters and key events in their lives. The children will create their own role plays and dramas based on what they have learnt from the book.





Our theme will also cover emigration- how, where and why. The children will plan their own survey to collect data about emigration within families in our school, collate, display and present the information gathered using computers.





The children will learn about the lives of the poor and the rich in Victorian Times and, in particular, how people struggled to cope during this time in history and they will be making clay models linked to the Great Irish Famine.





The children will take an in depth look at why there is famine in some countries of the world today. They will learn about staple diets, in particular rice, pasta, bread and potatoes. They will be given the opportunity to make their own potato bread and soup, re-enacting the soup kitchens from Famine Ireland.





We will find out about modern day countries which still suffer from famine, and compare and contrast famine today and the Great Famine of Ireland. We will take an in-depth study of our Trocaire charity and the work it does for famine affected countries in our world today.





Also as part of our ‘Hunger’ theme, the children will be learning about how plants grow and the conditions required for them to survive. We will cut up a flower to identify all the various parts and explain each part’s role in the life cycle of a flowering plant. We will also use plants and potatoes in a range of scientific experiments investigating concepts such as density, plant growth, insulation and chromatography. 





We will undertake a range of art activities including clay work, charcoal and pencil drawings and making tea stained paper linked to our theme of Food and Hunger. The children will be involved in art appreciation of a famous Victorian artist, replicating his work and expressing their own thoughts of his work through music, literacy, drama and art.
























































Included in themed work are creative activities, simple science investigations, activities which explore our environment and activities which use information technology.                          











                                                                                                              





What else is happening in the curriculum?


ICT


Pupils will use a spreadsheet to access and edit data about the Victorian era linked to their novel work in Literacy. They will also use iMovie to create a video advertisement for their mini business which they will present to the whole school.





Maths


Among the Maths topics we will be covering for the term, the children will be studying Handling Data, Measures and Shape and Space. They will be involved in many practical activities to assist their Data Handling, developing their skills of drawing graphs. They will also focus on furthering their skills and strategies in Problem Solving activities through number, shape and measure.


 


		       Literacy


The focus this term in ‘Writing’ will be on the ‘opening’ of a piece of narrative writing and ‘Recount’ – writing a diary entry from, the viewpoint of different characters.








                                                                                 





What’s going on?





As part of our research into the Great Famine, countries that endure famine today and staple diets and main food sources around the world, we will visit Ballymoney Library. It would again be beneficial for the children to have access to good research materials at home such as internet access, books or talking to people who have valuable information to share with the children.








The children will begin their work in groups 


to create a business. They will do market 


research about their chosen ‘product/s’, advertise, create a stall and sell their product/s. This ‘business venture’ will teach them skills of teamwork, design, financial capability, accounting, advertising, self-organisation and presentation. The date of our Big Business Day will be communicated later in the term.





PE gear should be brought in on Mondays for Games and worn into school on Wednesdays for                


hurling.                                                    








