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               Curriculum Newsletter P1


Term 1





The World Around Us                  


(Science, Technology, Geography and History.) 


Our themes for this term are ‘Once Upon a Time’ and ‘Toy Story’.


We are embarking upon our first topic ‘Once Upon a Time’ which provides lots of opportunities to listen and respond to different fairy tales, such as Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Gingerbread Man.  We will be discussing the characters in these fairy tales and will retell the stories through role-play and in puppet shows.  We will make a ‘talking book’ of Goldilocks and the Three Bears by recording the children’s voices as they retell the story in their own words. The children will also talk about ‘stranger danger’ in the context of Little Red Riding Hood during Circle Time and we will highlight the people in school who they can talk to.  It would be helpful if you could email me a photo of someone your child has an important connection with at home.  This could be a cousin, friend or Mum / Dad (mmckay259@c2ken.net).  We will display these in our classroom on our ‘Important People Tree’.  This topic also lends itself to looking back at the children when they were a baby and their journey to being a big boy / girl aged 4 / 5.  We will compare the things they liked as a baby and how they have changed over time.  In our investigative work we will explore which material is best for Little Red Riding Hood’s cape.  We will also look at the changes heat can make when cooking porridge and baking Gingerbread Men.   


The study of ‘Toy Story’ will involve children selecting and showing their favourite toy (in school) and discussing what makes it their favourite.  We will be identifying what toys are made of, what senses they appeal to and how they move e.g. push, pull, socket/battery electric etc. Children will be researching toys played with by Granny, Grandpa, Mammy, Daddy etc. and sorting toys into categories e.g. shiny/dull, soft/hard, old/new. We will be looking at the similarities/differences in toys now and in the past. Children will identify times when they usually receive toys e.g. birthday, Christmas etc. and will be empathising with children who do not receive toys when we do. 






































Included in themed work are creative activities, simple science investigations, activities which explore our environment and activities which use information technology.                          











                                                                                                              





What else is happening in the curriculum? 


NUMERACY


We are going to be learning all about the numbers 1 - 5.  This will include recognition, formation, grouping and ordering. We will also be learning to count using 1p coins by buying and selling toys through role-play in our ‘toy shop’ (in the outdoors).  We will be working on recognising and making patterns and sorting and matching also.  


During our Mental Maths sessions we will be counting forwards / backwards within 10 and will also work on ordering and re-ordering numbers up to 10.  The mental maths strategy we will be working on is ‘counting on’.


UICT


Your child will be using ‘Bee Bot’ (a digital robot) over the course of this term.  The children will programme the ‘Bee Bot’ to move around a fairy tale mat in order to visit the various characters in fairy tale land. 


PHYSICAL EDUCATION


Children will be learning some traditional playground games to keep them busy at break and lunchtimes.  ‘What time is it Mr. Wolf?’, ‘The farmer wants a wife and ‘Duck, duck goose’.  These are already a real favourite with the children.


                                             














                                                                                 





What’s going on? 


PLAY BASED LEARNING


We are continuing to take every opportunity to get outdoors during Play Based Learning each morning.  Children engage in more active play when they are outdoors - active children are healthy children!  As the winter draws near, please ensure your child brings a coat to school.  


2pm finish 


From the 28th September onwards the children will stay in school until 2pm.  We are currently helping the children to become familiar with the people in their ‘bubble’ that will help them at lunch time.  We have a visual timetable up in the classroom so your child is aware of what is happening throughout the day.  We take the children to the toilet frequently although if they need to go outside these times they will always be allowed to go. 


Things to practise!


Encourage your child to practise these things at home to help develop independence:


Taking off and on their school jumper


Putting on / off their coat
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