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The World Around Us                  


(Science, Technology, Geography and History) 





     Our current theme for this term is ‘Magic Me’





Within our World Around Us topic our main focus will be looking at our lives and the importance of our nearest and dearest.  We have started this by looking at our school family and settling back into Class A.  Our first story ‘Jake’s First Day’ has helped to put the children at ease and they have naturally been able to relate to the feelings that Jake experienced.  We looked about what our favourite things are in school and the routine of our day.  Within every day in Class A, we take some time to identify how we are feeling and the children get the opportunity to talk about why they are feeling that particular way.  This leads to a smooth start to our days.  





In the coming weeks we will look at further stories to shape our topic work.  We will read the fairytale ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and will spend some time investigating the different characters of the giant and Jack.  As well as looking at their different feelings, we will specifically concentrate on the characters’ looks and personalities and this will lead us nicely to looking at ourselves - similarities and differences within our class.  Throughout, we will foster an appreciation for how unique and special we all are.  





The maths elements of counting, measure and direction will be explored in a practical and digital fashion and the children will further investigate the Just2Easy programme that we used last year. 





The next fairytale we intend looking at will be ‘The Three Little Pigs’.  Through this we will look at the need to have safe housing and we will investigate personal safety.  We will be looking at dangers in and around the home and highlighting the importance of ‘stranger danger’.    





To date the children have been expressing great enjoyment in the daily stories, play and practical activities.  Through our topic work, we are able to engage in related role play, music, art activities and further extend our literacy skills; explore speech, complete character sketches, sequence events and add a creative element by changing the path of the story or imagining ourselves as part of it.  For most, these stories will be familiar and the activities will be tailored to build and extend on their own ideas.  For others who are encountering the stories for the first time, interest will be captured and the activities will derive from, and move beyond the children’s own experiences.  





Indoor and outdoor play based learning activities are extending the topic further and the children are getting the opportunities to explore a range of resources such as large blocks (to build the castle and the route from the beanstalk to the castle, furniture, making our own houses), trikes (to re-enact the giant trying to catch Jack and pretending to be police out looking for Jack, travelling to and from school) and water/sand (to experience filling and pouring with different household utensils).  The role play area has been transformed to represent a home setting (carrying out household jobs, caring for a family).





Within our thematic topic we will be exploring the strands of science and technology by building our own structures and shelters and investigating whether or not particular materials would be suitable.  We will also be tapping into our geographical awareness by following a simple map to re-enact the wolf’s route to find the three pigs.  





I feel that this topic will be vital in introducing and settling the children back to Class A and on a positive note, September, has got off to a good start.  Long may this continue…














                                                                                                              





What else is happening in the curriculum?





Using ICT


The children will be encountering a range of ICT activities throughout our topic.  We will be able to explore various websites in order to watch and interact with the stories.  Our UICT task this month will require the children to recreate a scene from one of our stories by adding clip art and drawing.





Maths


In maths we will be working at the following:


Counting forwards and backwards to 10/15


Making/counting sets within 10.


Shaping numbers





Our topic maths will be focusing on sorting, copying and continuing patterns and using data to present it in a different form – bar chart





What’s going on?





Class A will be exploring the outdoors as much as possible throughout our play based learning sessions.  Not only does this help them to build on their own exploration of the outdoors, raise interest and excitement but also helps develop fine and gross motor skills.  





We hope to get out and about Ballymoney in this first term – details will follow.       





Our PE days will be Mondays and Thursdays.  No change of clothes is needed on these days.  Every day will involve sensory/movement breaks.





We will visit our in-school library on a Monday and Wednesday.  The children will be able to explore a different range of books.








                                                                                 








